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cupied in the Place Dauphin; he was accompanied by
a servant, who carried the necklace in its case. The
Cardinal had just handed it to Madame de La Motte,
when she told him that the alleged confidential agent
of the Queen was coming; the Cardinal concealed
himself in a closet with a glass door, and saw Madame
de La Motte hand the case to Marie Antoinette's
alleged messenger. The fraud was accomplished.

From that day forth the de La Mottes lived in
luxury, satisfying every desire, every whim. The
golden stream was never dry. The source of their
wealth was the necklace. This marvellous work of
art, which the jewellers were surprised to observe
that the Queen never wore, had been taken apart.
Madame de La Motte kept for herself the small
gems, those that could not be recognized, and the
large ones she had sold in London. Monsieur Com-
pardon has proved these sales from the original docu-
ments; the statements of the English jewellers who
bought them remove every doubt. Besides, can it
be maintained for a moment that if the Queen had
had this necklace in her possession, she would not
have worn it ?

Madame de La Motte was enraptured with the suc-
cess of her fraud, and plunged into ever wilder ex-
travagance ; but the hour of justice was approaching.
Boehmer had learned all the truth from Madame
Qampan. He went straightway to Breteuil, the Min-
ister, and revealed part of the story, mentioning the
Cardinal, but saying nothing about Madame de La